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PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

 
M.A. No. 700 of 2014 

IN 
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Saloni Singh & Anr. Vs. Union of India & Ors. 
  
  

CORAM : HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SWATANTER KUMAR, CHAIRPERSON 

  HON’BLE MR. DR. D.K. AGRAWAL, EXPERT MEMBER  
          HON’BLE PROF. A.R. YOUSUF, EXPERT MEMBER 

    
 

Present:         Applicant:    Mr. A.K. Singh, Adv. along with Applicant. 

 Applicant in M.A. :  Mr. O.P. Ratra, Applicant in person 

Respondent No. 1&2: Mr. Om Prakash, Adv. 
Respondent No. 3:   Ms. P.B. Singh, Advocate 

Respondent No. 4: Mr. RajKumar, Adv. 
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 Original Application No. 141 of 2014  

 

 

 Vide our Order dated 15th September, 2014, we 

had directed the Special Committee constituted in that 

Order to suggest measures that should be taken to 

control and prevent the menace of environmental hazards 

resulting from plastic and other waste being thrown 

apart from human evacuation. 

 Learned counsel appearing for the Applicant 

submits that about 3980 metric tons of human waste is 

generated by the Railway in the country.  He further 

contends that in terms of the Reply filed by Respondent 

Nos. 3 and 4 before the Tribunal to the Application, it is 

evident that the Authorities concerned particularly the 

Railways are shifting blame to one or the other Authority.  

Despite recommendations of RITES in their report 

submitted in December, 2009 till today, no effective steps 

have been taken to resolve this serious health and 

environmental hazards problem.  CAG has also taken 

cognizance of this menace in the report of the year 2012 



 

 

and 2013.  However, nothing appears to move the 

concerned Authority in relation to this important 

environmental problem. 

 

 Learned counsel appearing for Railways submit 

that a meeting was conducted under the Chairmanship 

of the Additional Member of Tourism and Catering of 

Railway Board and has placed before us minutes of the 

said meeting.  It has been stated in this minutes that the 

representative of CPCB was not present. 

 However, Learned counsel appearing for CPCB 

submits that the Board had written a letter dated 22nd 

September, 2014 to the Railway to hold a meeting at the 

earliest.  However, in response to the said letter no 

intimation was given to CPCB to attend the meeting and 

that is why they were not aware of the meeting and could 

not attend the meeting.  

 From the minutes placed before us, it is clear that 

there is no proper recommendation worthy consideration 

by the Tribunal.  It suggests no appropriate measures 

which need to be taken and does not notice the measures 

if any, taken by the Railway Board or other Authorities. 

 The intent of the previous Order was clear that the 

Committee should consider the ways and means to tackle 

the problem of human evacuation and waste dumping 

along the tracks by the population particularly the lower 

strata of the society.  We are pained to observe that the 

Committee has failed to even suggest measures that may 

be required to be taken by the common person much less 

by a technical expert body like the Committee constituted 



 

 

by our Order dated 15th September, 2014. 

 We are oblivious of the limitation to such serious 

environmental issue that needs to be attended by the 

Authority concerned with utmost sincerity, urgency and 

objectivity.  We are entirely dissatisfied from the minutes 

placed before us.  We direct the Chairman of the Railway 

Board to conduct a meeting of the Members who were 

present in the meeting dated 20th October, 2014 and 

comply with Orders of the Tribunal dated 15th 

September, 2014 and this Order without delay and 

default. 

 We further direct that this meeting shall be held on 

03rd November, 2014 at 11.00 AM in the office of the 

Chairman of the Railway Board.  The meeting shall be  

attended positively by all the Experts in the Committee 

constituted by the Tribunal.  The Member Secretary of 

CPCB shall ensure that he is present in that meeting.   

 The Committee shall consider positively all steps 

that are required to be taken to resolve this menace and 

serious environmental issue.  The MoEF shall also 

consider issuance of appropriate directions in terms 

thereof in exercise of its power vested under Section 3 

and 5 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and Rules 

framed thereunder. 

 Let these recommendations along with steps that 

are taken by the Authorities concerned be placed before 

the Tribunal positively on the next date of hearing. 

 Learned counsel appearing for Railway submits 

that he has received instructions to the effect that RITES 

should be represented independently as they are not part 



 

 

of the Railways and they have a separate counsel. 

 Let Notice be issued by the Registry to the CMD of 

RITES to comply with our Order in relation to 

participation in the meeting.  Let the Notice be issued 

without process fee.  In the event of default, we would be 

compelled to pass Order as permissible in law against the 

CMD itself.   

 List this matter on 17th November, 2014. 
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 Heard the Learned counsel appearing for the 

parties. 

 Without prejudice to the rights and contentions of 

the non-Applicants, averments made in the Application 

or annexure thereto will not be taken to be admitted by 

the parties.  The Applicant is allowed to intervene.  He 

shall be heard at the time of final arguments. 

 With the above directions, M.A. No. 700 of 2014 

stands disposed of.  

  

 

 
 

………………………………….,CP 
      (Swatanter Kumar) 

 

 
.………………………………….,EM 
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.………………………………….,EM 
  (Prof. A.R. Yousuf)  

 

 
  

 


